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partners in creation

From fish and birds, plants and sun

Hashem created the world for everyone
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Saving best for last, on day six He did create
Adam and Chava, man and his mate
The beautiful world that we all see
Hashem created for you and me!

chabadKIDSclub
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SAMPLE
SCHEDULES
Editable schedules available online.

junior shabbos kids club

Free play until most of the children arrive

10:35-10:50

Circle time: Davening and parsha songs

10:50-11:05

Game: Hashem Created A...

11:05-11:20
11:20-11:35

Parsha lesson

Game: Creation Lineup
Stories
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11:35-11:45

e

10:30-10:35

pl

program Duration: ONE HOUR 30 minutes

11:45-11:55

Snack

11:55-12:00

Goodbyes and MCard raffles/incentives

shabbos kids club

program duration: ONE HOUR 30 minutes

Bereishis

10:30-10:35

Free play until most of the children arrive

10:35-10:50

Group davening and parsha songs

10:50-11:05

Game: Creation Lineup

11:05-11:20

Parsha lesson

11:20-11:30

Game: Good or Not Good?

11:30-11:45

Game: The Photograph

11:45-11:55

Snack and stories

11:55-12:00

Goodbyes and MCard raffles/incentives

schedules
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SAMPLE
SCHEDULES
joint shabbos kids club
Program duration: ONE HOUR 30 minutes
Free play until most of the children arrive

10:35-10:50

Group davening and parsha songs

10:50-11:05

Game: Creation Lineup

11:05-11:20

Parsha lesson

11:20-11:30

Game: Hashem Created A…

11:30-11:45

Game: The Photograph

11:45-11:55

Snack and stories

11:55-12:00

Goodbyes and MCard raffles/incentives
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m

pl

e

10:30-10:35

Bereishis
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LESSON
Word Key

Bas mitzva: Literally, “daughter of the
commandment,” when a girl reaches
the age of 12, she is responsible for
keeping the Torah and mitzvos
Bracha: Blessing
Bereishis: In the beginning

Etz HaDa’as: Tree of Knowledge

Moshiach: The Redeemer

Gan Eden: Garden of Eden

Parsha: Torah portion

Kiddush: A blessing recited over wine
or grape juice as a special mitzva
to sanctify the day of Shabbos.

Posuk: Verse

Mitzva/Mitzvos:
Commandment(s) from G-d
Mezuza: Scroll containing the Shema
prayer in a case that is hung on
the doorposts of a Jewish home

Shul: Synagogue
Tefilin: A set of small black
leather boxes containing scrolls of
parchment inscribed with verses
from the Torah. It’s a mitzva for
men and boys over the age of 13
to put them on every weekday.

e

Bar mitzva: Literally, “son of the
commandment,” when a boy reaches
the age of 13, he is responsible for
keeping the Torah and mitzvos

pl

theme: PARTNERS IN CREATION

Sa
m

The Torah is more than a book of words and teachings. It was here before
the world started; it is the life of the world, and it will be here forever.

What you
will need

 Parsha pictures (provided)
 Gather a collection of random objects and divide them
into two bags for the Stranded on an Island activity.

WHERE ARE WE IN THE TORAH?

At the beginning, what was there before the world was created? Nothing but Hashem, the Torah, and the angels.

Parsha Points!
Enhance your lesson with parsha pictures (provided).
Parsha Points are meant to familiarize the group leader with the
parsha details. The parsha should then be summarized and taught
to the children according to the age and level of the group.

 P arshas Bereishis is the very first parsha in the Torah, and it takes
us way back to the beginning of time when Hashem created the
world—____ years ago! (Fill in current year.)
 H
 ashem created the world in six days. On each day, He created
something else.
Bereishis

lesson
 Because they disobeyed Hashem, Hashem
banished Adam and Chava from Gan Eden. Now
they would have to work hard to find food, and
they would get old and pass away instead of living
forever.

 Day 3: land and plant life
 Day 4: sun, moon, stars, and planets
 Day 5: fish and birds
 Day 6: animals and Adam and Chava
 O
 n the sixth day, once the whole world was ready,
Hashem created Adam and Chava, the first man
and the first woman, and put them in Gan Eden,
the Garden of Eden. Gan Eden was a perfect world
where there was no evil and no dying—only peace,
goodness, and life.
 O
 n the seventh day, Hashem rested, and he called
it “Shabbos.” It’s a mitzva to keep Shabbos as a day
of rest, just like Hashem did.

 K
 ayin got jealous when Hashem only accepted
Hevel’s offering, and Kayin killed Hevel. Then, Kayin
went very far away into exile to repent for what
he’d done.
 A
 dam and Chava had another son, Sheis. Sheis had
children, and his children had children, and their
children had children. . . all the way down the line
until ten generations later, when a man named
Noach was born.
 Th
 e only mitzva in this parsha, and the first mitzva
in the Torah, is Hashem’s commandment to
Adam and Chava to have children: “Be fruitful and
multiply, and fill the earth and conquer it.”
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 H
 ashem told Adam and Chava not to eat from
a certain tree called the Etz HaDa’as, the Tree of
Knowledge.

 A
 dam and Chava had two children called Kayin
and Hevel. One day, Kayin and Hevel each made a
sacrifice to Hashem. Hashem only accepted Hevel’s
gift because Hevel had given the best of his sheep,
while Kayin gave only the leftovers of his crop.

interactiveLearning

 A
 sneaky snake convinced Chava that it was okay
to eat from the tree, anyway. Chava ate from the
fruit of the tree and shared some with Adam.

Sa
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 Day 2: the seas and the heavens

e

 Day 1: light and dark, day and night

imaginations. Encourage the children to be as
creative as possible.
After giving each team sometime to discuss what
they would do, give each team a turn to tell or
demonstrate their escape plans.

Stranded on an Island
Divide the kids into groups of three or four and
give each team a bag of random objects. Tell them
to pretend that they are stranded on an island and
that their rowboat has drifted away. They have
enough gear to last them a few days but no way to
communicate with people on the shore.
The children’s task is to figure out how to get off
the island using the objects in their bag…and their

Afterwards, point out which objects were used
differently in the game than they would be used in
regular life.
For example:
 Glasses can be a sun catcher.
 A
 Coke bottle can be used for a message in a
bottle.
 S ticks, sand, or pebbles can be used to make
an “SOS” sign.
 R
 ocks can be used to make a fire.
Wooden toy sticks or plastic blocks and rope
can be used to make a raft.
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lesson

Lesson geared to ages 7-12 |

Adapt lesson to younger children’s level

Discuss It!

Objects (e.g., ruler, water bottle, etc.) have particular
functions when we use them in everyday life, but if we
used our imaginations, or if we really were stuck on an
island, we would see how these items could be used for
different purposes.
Everything in the world was created by Hashem for
a purpose, and it’s our job to use everything in the

The important thing to remember is that even ordinary
objects, like Coke bottles and video games and dish
washing liquid, are not so ordinary. They are created
by Hashem as part of His master plan. And if we get
creative, we can find many different good uses for
pretty much everything in the world!
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Source It!

world for good. Sometimes it can be easy to see how
something can be used for good, but other times we
have to be creative.
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After the children have completed the Stranded on an
Island activity, start the lesson:

Sometimes, nature causes terrible harm, like during a
hurricane or a tsunami, or when a person gets sick.
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Creation of Adam
First Hashem created light and
dark, and then He filled the
Heavens and the Earth with water.
On the third day, Hashem gathered
the waters into oceans and seas,
He covered the rest of the world
with land, and He covered the land
with plants and trees. After that, Hashem created the
sun, moon, stars, and planets in the sky. Then, He filled
the world with fish, birds, and animals.
Only at the very end, after everything else was created,
Hashem created Adam and Chava, the first man and
woman. That’s because Hashem created the world for
people, so everything was prepared for us. But not just
so we could sit and relax by the beach, enjoy beautiful
flowers, and eat delicious food, but because Hashem
has a job for us, a mission.

Hashem’s master plan
Hashem could have made the world perfect and
beautiful, a place where everyone would be happy
and healthy and wealthy. Instead, there are lots of
things that go wrong. Sometimes, it’s people who do
terrible things to other people, like hurt or steal or lie.

Bereishis

Hashem did that because He left the world up to us to
fix it. It’s our mission to make it right again. Each time
we do a kindness or a mitzva or we make someone
happy, we’re slowly but surely filling the world with
more light and getting rid of all the darkness and evil.
When we’re finished, we will bring the time of
Moshiach. When Moshiach comes, there will be no
more darkness, no more war or hunger or pain. The
whole world will recognize Hashem, and there will be
only peace and goodness.

The rulebook
Who decides what’s good, what’s bad, and what’s in
between? The Torah. The Torah is our guide, and since
it’s from Hashem, it can never be wrong. Sometimes,
it seems obvious to us what’s right and what’s wrong.
Everyone knows it’s wrong to cheat, and everyone
knows it’s right to listen to your parents. But some
things are not so obvious.
Why is a pig not kosher while a giraffe is? How does
putting on tefilin or putting a mezuza on the door

17

lesson

This is why we study the Torah. The more we study, the
more we understand how to do what’s right and how
to do our job.
Six and Seven days
Hashem created the world in six days and
rested on the seventh. That’s what we do, too.

For six days, we do the job that Hashem gave us. We
sort through the good and the bad and figure out ways
to use the world for good.
On Shabbos, we get to spend the whole day involved
only in good things, like prayer, Torah study, family, and
shul. Shabbos is a little taste of the times of Moshiach
when everything will be only good.

Live It!

e

How can you use baseball for a bad purpose? (Examples:
distracting from schoolwork, too competitive, excluding
other kids, etc.)

pl

The good, the bad, and
everything in between
So we know our mission: make the world a better place.
But how do we go about doing it? It’s pretty simple
once you get down to it. Everything in the world is
either good, bad, or neutral. This is true for things that
we use, like tools, food, and toys, and for things that we
do, like eating, playing, and building.

If you use it for a good reason, it becomes good. If not,
it’s not so good.
This is true for most things that we use in life, whether
it’s food, tools, or electronics. All of these can go either
way, and it’s up to us to use them for good.

Sa
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help us in our mission? Why does a boy become bar
mitzva at 13 and a girl become bas mitzva at 12?

Let’s think of some examples. Good: kippa. Bad: pig.
Neutral: baseball.
If it’s good, that means it’s going to help us in our job to
make the world a better place. Use it or do it as much
as possible.

If it’s bad, it’s going to ruin our plan of making the world
a better place. Don’t do it and try to stay away from it.

If it’s neutral, neither good nor bad, well, here’s where it
gets exciting. It can go either way. It just depends on the
reason you’re using or doing it. Let’s take baseball as an
example.
How can you use baseball for a good purpose?
(Example: learning teamwork, getting exercise, etc.)

To each its time
Hashem created the world and everything in it. That
means that every single thing in the world, from Mount
Everest to an empty Coke can to the air that we breathe,
is a part of Hashem’s plan.
To be a Jew, you don’t need to climb mountains or
create world peace; you just have to go through your
life, using the things you use and doing the things you
do for the purpose of bettering yourself and the world.
Make a bracha on the food you eat, kiss the mezuza as
you walk in a room, or make kiddush Friday night. Each
of these mitzvos is a step in fulfilling Hashem’s plan.

Mission of the week: Make the blessing “shehakol nihiya bidvaro,” ackowledging
“that everything was created with His word” when you drink water or any other beverage.
Complete the mission during the week and receive an MCard.

Bereishis
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SONGS
ACTIVITIES
Audio of songs and handouts for print available online.

Ages 3-6 & 7-12

Ages 3-6 & 7-12

613 Torah Avenue
Posuk of “Bereishis”

Adapted from 613 Torah Avenue song for Chumash
Bereishis*

To the tune of “Don’t Walk In Front of Me”
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Lyrics
Bereishis bara Elokim es hashomayim v’es ha’aretz.
In the beginning, Hashem created the heavens and
the earth.
The posuk of “Bereishis” is the first posuk in the Torah
and one of the 12 pesukim that the Rebbe chose for
children to know.
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Lyrics
On the first day, there was light
Hashem created day and night
The second day, from the Torah we know
The heavens showed
On the third day, the earth and seas
Flowers, grass, and all fruit trees
The fourth day, moon, stars, and sun
To bring light for everyone
And then, on day five
Fish of the sea and birds that fly
On the sixth day, Hashem did create
Animals, Adam, and his mate
Seventh day, Hashem’s day of rest
Shabbos Kodesh, we love best
Hashem made the world, and to show it’s true
The mitzvos of Shabbos we do

e

613 Torah Avenue
Six days of Creation

*Lyrics have been adapted to fit the needs of our
program.

Bereishis
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game

good or not good?

PREP TIME

none

details

15

Creation lineup

game

15

Hashem created a...

Game

The Photograph

5 min

15 min

ACTIVITY TIME

30 min

5

15

30

5 min

15 min

30 min

description
Hashem creates things that can be used for
good or not good. Through this activity, the
children use their minds to figure out how
any ordinary object can be used for good or
not good, thereby partnering with Hashem
in creation.

10
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game

AGES 7-12

e

activity

AGES 3-6

pl

 ctivity resources are
A
available online.

icon key

ACTIVITIES

15

Hashem created the world in six days, and
on the seventh, He rested. In what order was
the world created? In this fun and interactive
game, the children get the opportunity to
ask questions and then line up the days of
creation in the correct order.
Through this hilarious game, the children
learn to recognize that even the smallest
and seemingly most insignificant objects are
created by Hashem. Objects are gradually
added and passed around the circle while,
simultaneously, the children have to tell and
ask what object is being passed!
When we do mitzvos, we make the world
that Hashem created a better place. In
this activity, the children must create a
“photograph” through acting out a specific
mitzva. The children will use their creativity
and talents to capture the best “photo” they
can.

Bereishis
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activities
activities

1

game

AGES

PREP TIME

good or not good?
ACTIVITY TIME

What you
will need

10

7-12

5 min

10 min

Hashem creates things that can be used for good or not
good. Through this activity, the children use their minds
to figure out how any ordinary object can be used for
good or not good, thereby partnering with Hashem in
creation.

 Various objects

(i.e., cup, spoon, Lego, tissues, banana, etc.)

Preparation
ff

Collect and set aside various objects
from around the house.

e

How to Play

Have the children sit in a circle.

3.

Explain: There are things that Hashem created
neutral, which can either be used for good
or the opposite. It’s up to us to partner with
Hashem and use these things for good!

4.

Go around the circle and, one at a time, have
every child hold up his object and tell everyone
how it can be used for good or not good.
Encourage them to use their imaginations and
be creative!

5.

For an exciting twist, have the children present
their items in the form of an advertisement or
news broadcast!

Sa
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1.
2.

Pass around the bag of objects and have every
child pick one.

Example: Tissue
Good: I can bring someone a tissue to comfort him
when he’s crying.
Not good: I can tear up a tissue into tiny little pieces
all over the room and make a big mess for someone
else to clean.

Bereishis
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activities
activities

2

game

AGES

PREP TIME

creation lineup

How to Play

ACTIVITY TIME
15

3-6, 7-12

5 min

15 min

Hashem created the world in six days, and on the seventh,
He rested. In what order was the world created? In this fun
and interactive game, the children get the opportunity to
ask questions and then line up the days of creation in the
correct order.

1.

Select seven players to come stand up in front
of the group.

2.

Have the players line up with their backs facing
the audience.

3.

Clip one creation picture to each player’s back
in random order.

4.

Explain: Every player has a picture of one of
the seven days of creation on his back. One
at a time, each player gets a chance to ask the
audience a yes or no question to try and figure
out what day of creation he is. The players
cannot ask, “Am I day number...?” They can only
ask questions in the following form: “Was ___
created on my day?”

ב”ה
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Parshas Bereishis
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5.

DAY 3

6.

The audience then tells the players whether
they are standing in the correct order.

7.

If the players don’t get the order correct on the
first try, the players ask new questions to the
audience and try again to arrange themselves
in the correct order.

8.

If the players get the correct order, they sit
down, and seven new volunteers are called up.

9.

The goal is for every team to get the order
correct on the first try! If not, the group of
players continues asking questions until they
have arranged themselves in the correct order.

CreationLineUp

What you
will need
 Creation picture cards (provided)
 Paperclips (provided)

After all seven players have asked their
questions, the players try to rearrange
themselves to stand in the correct order of
days in creation.

Variation
For a more challenging variation, restrict the
children from using certain words when asking their
questions. (Examples: insects, birds, sky, light, animals,
people, etc.) This will make the game more exciting
and challenging!

Bereishis
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activities
activities

3

game

AGES

PREP TIME

hashem created a...
ACTIVITY TIME
15

3-6, 7-12

5 min

15 min

Through this hilarious game, the children learn to
recognize that even the smallest and seemingly most
insignificant objects are created by Hashem. Objects
are gradually added and passed around the circle while,
simultaneously, the children have to tell and ask what
object is being passed!

Preparation
ff

Collect and set aside various objects from
around the house.

How to Play
1.
2.

Have all the children sit in a circle.
The first person (X) turns to the person to his
left (Y) and says, “Hashem created a cup,” while
showing Y a cup. (The game always starts with
a cup.) The full conversation will go as follows:
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X: “Hashem created a cup.”
Y: “A what?”
X: “A cup.”
Y: “A what?”
X: “A cup.”
Y: “Oh, a cup.”

Sa
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3.

What you
will need

 Various objects (i.e., cup, spoon, lego, tissues,

banana, etc.)

Bereishis

4.

X picks something else up from the pile of
objects, like a spoon. X says to Y, “Hashem
created a spoon,” while Y is saying to Z (the
person to the left of Y), “Hashem created a cup.”
Y and Z turn to their right and say, “A what?” X
says “A spoon” to Y while Y says “A cup” to Z.
Keep going until there are the same number of
items around the circle as people.
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activities
activities

5

game

AGES

PREP TIME

the photograph
ACTIVITY TIME

2.

While creating their photograph, it is important
for the players to communicate without
speaking.

3.

Divide the players into groups of three. One at
a time, a group starts acting while the others
watch.

4.

One by one, the children in the group of three
assume the position needed to frame the
photo.

5.

Situations could include a wedding, graduation,
dentist appointment, candy store, classroom,
and so on.

6.

Each photograph needs to be in a specific
setting with a specific mitzva taking place.

7.

It is best if the players can think of their own
scenes and mitzvos, but if they run out of ideas
or need help getting started, the group leader
can help by giving the groups some ideas.

15

3-6, 7-12

none

15 min
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When we do mitzvos, we make the world that Hashem
created a better place. In this activity, the children must
create a “photograph” through acting out a specific
mitzva. The children will use their creativity and talents to
capture the best “photo” they can.

Sa
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8.

After the group finishes creating their
photograph, the other groups can guess
what the photograph was representing. The
group that guesses correctly gets to create a
photograph next.

Examples

How to Play
1.

In groups of three, the players need to form a
“photograph” of a scene in which a mitzva is
taking place.

ff

Location: bus. Mitzva: helping an elderly person
to a seat.

ff

Location: classroom. Mitzva: sharing a snack
during recess or playing ball fairly and including
all of the children in the game.

ff

Location: swimming pool. Mitzva: saving
someone in the pool.

Bereishis
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Stories
The story of Onkelos
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nkelos was a Roman nobleman. His mother
was the sister of the Roman king Hadrian.
Onkelos knew about the Jewish way of life
and liked it very much. It made sense to him to believe
in one G-d Who rules the whole world. He no longer
wanted to pray to the Roman idols. He wished to
become a Jew, but he was afraid that his uncle King
Hadrian would certainly become furious.

Sa
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One day, Onkelos asked his uncle the king for
permission to go into business. “If you don’t have
eneough money,” said the king, “feel free to take as
much as you need from my treasury.”

“Thank you for the offer,” answered Onkelos, “but that’s
not what I want to do. I would like to earn money on
my own, as well as to learn how to do business. But
before I leave, please advise me as to what kind of
business will bring me the most profit.”
“I advise you,” answered the king, “to look out for
merchandise that is very cheap right now and buy it.
After a while, the price will likely go up, and you will be
able to sell it for a large profit.”
Onkelos thanked his uncle for his good advice and left
the palace. He traveled from Rome to Israel. There, he
studied Torah under the sages and became a Jew.
After a while, Onkelos returned to Rome and went
to visit his uncle the king. “I see that something
about your face looks different,” said the king.
“What happened? Did you lose a lot of money in
business, or did something else happen to you?”
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“Tell me what it is,” insisted the king. “I hardly recognize
you.”
“The truth is, Uncle, that the reason I look different is
because I have started to learn Torah. I have had a bris,
a circumcision, and I have become a Jew.”
King Hadrian was not pleased with this news. “Who
advised you to do this foolish thing and become a
Jew?”
“You, yourself, told me to do this,” answered Onkeleos.
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“How dare you tell me such an outrageous lie!” he
shouted.

The king was angry with his nephew for becoming a
Jew. He sent a group of soldiers to Onkelos’s house
to arrest him. Onkelos began explaining the Torah
to them. He told them that the right way to live is
by following the Torah and believing in Hashem. The
soldiers were so impressed with his talk that they
all decided to convert to Judaism, too! The king was
furious when he heard what happened to his soldiers.
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“It’s nothing,” answered Onkelos.

“Let me try and explain it to you,” offered Onkelos.
“Have you ever rewarded one of your soldiers after
you have won a battle? Why would you do this?
Because he risked his life fighting for you! Similarly,
Hashem rewards a person with the gift of Torah only if
he risks his life for Hashem’s service. If a person doesn’t
have a bris, it means he is not ready to sacrifice himself
for Hashem. He will, therefore, never understand the
Torah properly. That’s why I became Jewish and had
a bris!”

He sent another unit of soldiers to Onkelos’s house.
Before they left, the king warned them, “Do not begin
any discussions with my nephew!” The soldiers agreed
and went to arrest Onkelos. On the way to the palace,
Onkelos said to them, “If two people travel together at
night, and one of them is greater than the other, the
less important person always holds the light before
the other one to show him the way. Will a king ever
hold a light for his servants?”
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“One day, I asked your advice on doing business,”
Onkeleos explained. “You told me to pick something
that is very cheap now, since after a while, it will go
up in price. I looked around at the nations of the
world and found that the Jeiwish nation seems to be
the lowest of all. Everyone looks down at the Jews.
According to your own opinion, they will one day
become very important and valued.”

King Hadrian’s royal adviser was sitting nearby.
“Onkelos is right,” he said, “I have heard that in the
future, even kings will stand up before the Jews!”
King Hadrian did not like this remark at all. He slapped
his advisor on the cheek.

Then, turning to Onkelos, he said, “Now tell me, what
was the true reason that you did this foolish thing and
became a Jew?”
“I had a very strong desire to learn Torah,” Onkeos
explained.
“You could have done that without having a bris and
becoming a Jew!” the king exclaimed.

“Never,” answered the soldiers.
“You are right,” confirmed Onkelos. “No human
king will ever hold a light for an ordinary person. He
considers it below his honor. Yet, Hashem, the Jewish
G-d, held a light for the Jewish people when they
left Egypt and were traveling in the desert. Hashem
showed the Jewish people the way with a cloud
traveling in front of them during the day. At night, He
lit the way for them with a pillar of fire! Do you see
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what a great G-d He is? How can we not serve Him,
then?”

is making sure that nothing bad will happen to the
Jews inside. So you see, Hashem guards his servant!”

The soldiers had never heard such talk. They said to
Onkelos, “We want to serve this G-d! We too, will
become Jews!” And they let Onkelos go back home.

The soldiers were amazed to hear this. They, too,
decided that they wanted to become Jews and let
Onkelos go free.

The king was furious and refused to give up. He
prepared a third group of soldiers to go. Before they
left, the king commanded them in a strict tone, “Don’t
you dare talk to my nephew, you hear? Just bring him
pack to the palace in complete silence!”

The king gave up and did not send any more soldiers
to Onkelos’s home. Onkelos studied Torah all the
time until he became an outstanding Torah scholar.
He even wrote an explanation on all five books of the
Torah. This explanation is called “Targum Onkelos”
(The Translation of Onkelos) and is written in Aramaic,
the language they Jewish people spoke at the time.
If you open any Chumash, you will see the Targum
Onkelos at the side of the Hebrew words of the Torah.
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The soldiers arrested Onkelos and walked him to the
palace. On the way, they passed a Jewish home with a
mezuza on the door. Onkelos stopped and placed his
hand lovingly on the mezuza. He smiled. The soldiers
were curious. They couldn’t help asking, “Why are you
smiling?”
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“Because, usually, a king sits in his palace while his
servants remain outside on guard,” replied Onkelos.
“But look how the Jewish G-d acts. He guards the
Jewish home from the outside, while His servants
remain safely inside. The mezuza is placed on the
outside doorpost of the house as a sign that Hashem

Adapted from The Little Midrash Says, Treasue Chest.

Ask the Kids: Why did Onkelos
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decide to become a Jew? Why did
the soldiers not arrest Onkelos? How
can we see from the story that
keeping Torah and mitzvos is the best
and most important thing?
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In a very far away country, there once lived a
king. He was very kind to the Jewish people
and he even ordered all the people of his
country to live peacefully with the Jews.
The king liked the Jews so much because he studied
many Hebrew books that tell about the Jewish
people, the way they live and the Torah they follow.
He admired the way they all lived together in peace
and harmony.

While the king
was asking the rabbi
these questions, he
accidentally brushed his
elbow against a bottle of
ink on his desk. The bottle
turned over, and all the
ink spilled out, blotting
up the nearby
papers.
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Above all, the king chose for himself the Chief Rabbi
of the Jewish community to be his closest friend.
Very often, the king would call the rabbi into his
private office and ask him all kinds of questions about
the Torah and the Jewish religion. The rabbi, being
thoroughly acquainted with the Torah, would be able
to answer all the questions the king would ask him
and explain anything he wanted to know.

G-d created the
world?”

e

T

The Spilled Ink
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The
king
jumped up
from his seat and
apologized for having
been so careless. Ashamed, the king didn’t call for any
of his servants to clean up his desk, but instead he
went down himself to the stockroom to get some
rags to wipe up the ink. He asked the rabbi to excuse
him for leaving the room.

One day, the king called the rabbi into his office and
told him that he had a very important question to
ask him. He said that his question had been bothering
him for a long time and that that he had failed to find
a satisfactory answer.
“This is my question,” The king said. “While studying
your religion, I have learned that in order to be a
faithful Jew one must believe that there is a G-d who
created the heavens and the earth.

“Now my dear friend,” the king continued, “before
we are to believe in G-d, we have to be sure that
there is a G-d. Why must we say that there is a G-d?
Furthermore, why must we say that G-d created the
whole world? Why can’t we say that the world came
about by itself? What proof do you have to show that

As soon as the king left the room, the rabbi thought of
a grand idea. Quickly, he went over to the king’s desk
and took off all the blotted papers and threw them
into the garbage. Then he took a clean sheet of paper
and began drawing a picture of lofty mountains, tall
trees, a river, and lovely flower gardens. Since the
rabbi was an expert artist, he was able to draw this
wonderful scenery in a short amount of time.
As soon as he finished drawing the picture, he placed
it on the desk right next to the spilled ink bottle. He
made it appear as if the ink bottle spilled out all over
the paper.
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Just then, the king returned to the room. He asked the
rabbi to forgive him for making him wait so long. As
the king was about to remove the papers from the
desk, he noticed that there was a beautiful picture
right next to the overturned ink bottle. “What is
this?” asked the king in surprise. “Where did this come
from?”

“Not only did G-d create the world for the first
time thousands of years ago, but He is keeping it in
existence at this very moment, too.”
The king was so impressed and satisfied with the
answer the rabbi had given him, that he asked if there
was anything he could do to repay him for all that he
had done for him.
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How amazed the king was to find a beautiful picture
instead of a pile of blotted papers. Being an admirer of
fine art, the king immediately recognized the picture
as a work of an expert artist and asked, “Who made
such a fine piece of art?”

order to answer the question you asked me. I have just
proven to you as clear as black on white that there is
a G-d. For Who then has created the whole world?
Who then has made the heavens, the sun, the moon,
and the stars? Who filled the deep ocean with water
and formed the high mountains if not G-d?

The rabbi answered, “My only wish is that the king
should continue to show kindness to the Jewish
people the way he has until now.”
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The rabbi smiled at the king and said, “Oh that just
came by itself. You see, when the ink spilled out all
over the paper, it formed this picture.”
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“Please,” cried the king, “you are smarter than that.
How could you say such a thing? Why, that is
impossible. Do you mean to say that these striking
mountains, trees, and flower gardens all formed
by themselves? Surely, someone had to draw this
wonderful piece of art.”

“Well,” said the rabbi, “would you please come with
me onto the balcony? I want to show you something.”
The king agreed, and they both went on to the
balcony facing the king’s private flower gardens.
Pointing to the tall trees, the rabbi said, “Your Majesty,
please tell me where all of these tall trees came from.”
Then, he pointed to the mountains and asked, “Who
formed these high mountains?

“And look at these beautiful flowers in the garden
below. Who made them? Did all of this come by itself?
Of course not. Why, it was just a few minutes ago
that you yourself said, ‘It would be foolish to say that
anything came by itself,’ didn’t you?
“Yes, your Majesty,” the rabbi continued, “it was I who
drew the picture you found on your desk. I did it in

The king granted the rabbi’s wish, and the Jewish
people in the kingdom were able to study Torah and
serve Hashem in peace. Everyone lived peacefully and
happily throughout the land.
Ask the Kids: Who was the
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king’s close friend? Who spilled over
the ink bottle? What did the rabbi
explain to the king about who created
the beautiful painting?

Source: Mesibos Shabbos Program and Guide 1960
Please note: There are several versions of this story.
Some sources say that the rabbi in the story was the
famed Rambam, Maimonides.
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TO DO LIST
general
What you will need

Preparation
Review the study material, stories,
and games provided.

Computer and printer

Select the schedules you will use.
Optional: make any changes necessary
using the online editable schedules
and print out for your use.

e

Scissors and tape or other adhesive
(glue, velcro, blue tack, etc.)
Snack supplies, drinks, paper goods
MCards and prizes
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Print out song sheets for the
children to follow along.

junior shabbos kids club

Activity

What you will need

Game

Various objects from around the house
(cup, spoon, Lego, tissues, banana, etc.)

Hashem
created a...

Parsha Lesson

;;

Game

Creation
LineUp

Two bags

;;
;;

Collect and set aside
various objects from
around the house.

Parsha pictures (provided)
Various objects

Interactive
Learning

Preparation

Creation picture cards (provided)
Paperclips (provided)

Collect various objects
and divide into two bags.
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TO DO LIST
shabbos kids club

Creation
LineUp

;;
;;

Parsha
Lesson

Interactive
Learning

Creation picture cards (provided)
Paperclips (provided)

Various objects
Two bags

;;

Game

Parsha pictures (provided)

Various objects from around the house
(cup, spoon, Lego, tissues, banana, etc.)

Good or
not Good

Preparation:

e

Game

What you will need

Collect various objects and
divide them into two bags.
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Activity
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Collect and set aside
various objects from
around the house.

joint shabbos kids club

Activity

Game

What you will need

Creation
LineUp

;;
;;

Creation picture cards (provided)

Parsha
Lesson

;;

Parsha pictures (provided)

Interactive
Learning
Hashem
Created a...

Game

Preparation

Paperclips (provided)

Various objects
Two bags

Various objects from around the house
(cup, spoon, Lego, tissues, banana, etc.)

Collect various objects
and divide into two bags.

Collect and set aside
various objects from
around the house.

